The COINS Project

New technology is now in development that
helps to address these problems thanks to an
international project called COINS,
Combatting Online lllegal Numismatic Sales.
As the name suggests, the main focus of this
EU-funded project was to make the task of
policing illegal sales of coins, particularly
ancient coins, on the Internet through auction
sites and other online salerooms, easier. In the
service of this aim, it has developed new image
recognition tools that can partly automate the
process of identification of particular coins
displayed on the web, and an image search tool
that gathers such images for processing.

The homepage of the COINS Project,
http://www.coins-project.eu




In order to identify such images and describe
their contents, the COINS project assembled
an open-source reference database from
several museum collections. The differing
standards used by these contributing museumes,
as well as the wish to create something of
wider use to the numismatic and heritage
communities, directed that the project link
these databases by a shared domain ontology,
an internal reference system or thesaurus in
which terms in different languages and
cataloguing systems were related to each other
through an all-encompassing lexicon.

=10l x(}L(gf x|

The CIDOC
Conceptual Reference Model

. CIDOC CRM Home page
inst
“ou @ What is the CIDOC CRM

The CIDOC CRM is the cu\mmanqu over 10 years work by the CIDOC on Standards Working Group and CIDOC
CRM SIG which are working groups of CIDOC. Since 9/12/2006 it is official standard IS0 21127:2008,
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Screen capture of the CIDOC-C. R. M. homepage

This was based on the ISO standard for cultural
heritage information, CIDOC-C. R. M., is now
in use by an increasing number of institutions
across Europe, such as English Heritage, the
Finnish National Gallery and the Germanische
Nationalmuseum Nuremberg, and is available




in many languages. [t encompasses almost all
sorts of information that could be recorded in a
way that makes them accessible, if desired, not
just to other institutions using the scheme but
also to software designed to work with it. The
COINS Project has also created a web-
accessible reference database that we invite
any new institution cataloguing its coins for the
first time to exploit. By the use of this database
such institutions can be sure firstly of
contributing to the international fight against
crime by enlarging the reference database, but
also of the help of previous records created by
expert cataloguers.

Credits and the COINS Project

This guide has been written under the auspices
of the International COINS project, a European
Union venture intended to Combat Online
lllegal Numismatic Sales. Project partners are:

¢ PIN s. c.r. 1. Educational and Scientific Services
for the University of Florence

Technische Universitit Wien

Austrian Research Centers GmbH
Soprintendenza Archeologica di Roma
Comando Carabinieri Tutela Patrimonio
Culturale

e VARTEC nv

® Muzeul National de Istorie a Romaniei

¢ Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge

We invite any interested parties to examine our
website, given in the list below.

This guide was written by Jonathan Jarrett, with
assistance from Mark Blackburn and Elina




Screen. All text and images not otherwise
credited are copyright the Fitzwilliam Museum
Cambridge.

Useful web addresses

Coin Collections mentioned in the text

Ficzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, Department
of Coins and Medals:
http://www fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/dept/coins
/

Geldmuseum Leiden:
http://www.geldmuseum.nl

Miinzkabinett, Kiinsthistorisches Museum
Wien: http://www.khm.at/homeE3.html

Museo Arquelogico Nacional, Madrid: Gabinete
de Numismatico:
http://man.mcu.es/museo/numismatica.html

Software

Adobe (makers of Photoshop):

http://www.adobe.com

Atalasoft (makers of EyeBatch):
http://www.atalasoft.com/

Irfan Skiljan (author of IrfanView):
http://www.irfanview.com/

The COINS Project

Homepage: http://www.coins-project.eu

CIDOCC. R M.
Homepage: http://cidoc.ics.forth.gr/




COINS Partners

e PIN scrl: http://www.pin.unifi.it/

e Technische Universitat Wien:
http://www.prip.tuwien.ac.at/

e Austrian Research Centers GmbH ARC:
http://www.arcs.ac.at/

e Soprintendenza Archeologica di Roma:
http://www.archeorm.arti.beniculturali.it/sar20
00/default.asp

e Comando Carabinieri Tutela Patrimonio
Culturale: http://www.carabinieri.it/

e VARTEC nv BE: http://www.vartec.be/

® Muzeul National de Istorie a Romaniei:
http://www.mnir.ro/

e Fitzwilliam Museum, University of
Cambridge:
http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk




